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them, for they know not what they do.”” After she
had made the sign of the cross, they applied the
irons. She gazed on these unflinchingly, and as if
the body that suffered were not hers. When she
was burned all over, she was untied, and at once
knelt on the glowing coals; she fell, but, when some
one tried to tear off her scalp, she came to herself
and gave still further expression to the sentiments
of piety that filled her heart. Finally she surren-
dered her blessed soul while praying, repenting of
her sins, and sighing for the cross. I was for a long
time the confessor of both these women; and I can
say that this so happy ending was the reward of a
good life. This good widow had lost her husband
long before, and had but one son whom she left well
instructed; she lived in the practice of all the virtues
that st. Paul demands of widows. The other woman
had been married, when very young, to an exacting
and inconstant husband, with whom nevertheless
she lived in peace. She was the elder of two sisters,
the younger of whom is still at the sault; their
mother was taken from them while they were very
young. Nevertheless, after the death of that good
mother the two girls lived together very happily,
and to the edification of all. People in the town
still speak of the edifying death of these two
persons. If liquor were banished from among the
savages, it is admitted that they would shame the
old christians of Europe by their manner of living,
and by their noble practice of virtue. But our
church must have a share of the persecution that the
devil wages against christendom by means of liquor;
and our bishop, who is so zealous, has not yet ven-
tured to open his mouth to banish drunkenness from



